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UNDERDOG CITY 


It’s “Rocky.” It’s years of falling short. It’s 
Surging optimism and nagging doubts. It’s us. 


John Kent of Newtown Square was one of many Eagles fans deflated by Carson Wentz’s injury. ELIZABETH ROBERTSON / Staff Photographer 


By Julia Terruso 
STAFF WRITER 
r. Joel Fish analyzed the pa- 
tient stretched out before 
him. 
“It’s been a confusing 
time” for the psyche, Fish 
empathized. “Are we the favorites or 
are we the underdogs? Are we opti- 
mistic or are we pessimistic?” 

As the Eagles make NFL history as 
the first team to be both a No. 1 seed 
and the underdog heading into Satur- 
day’s playoff game against the Atlan- 
ta Falcons, we on the collective Quak- 
er City couch are feeling the whip- 
lash. 

We were making such progress, la- 
mented Fish, a lifelong Philadelphian 
who heads the Center for Sport Psy- 
chology. “We became comfortable, as 
time went on, allowing ourselves to 
dream. We started to buy into the 


fact this could be a really special 
year, and that was so good for our 
growth,” Fish said. “And then —.” 

And then quarterback Carson 
Wentz tore his ACL and hearts sank 
into the Delaware Valley. High hopes 
came crashing down. 

“This is totally something that 
would happen to Philadelphia,” said 
@ZooWithRoy, a Philly sports guru 
and Twitter personality. “Even when 
things were going well, I had this 
foreboding sense of doom, because 
we don’t just lose, we lose spectacu- 
larly. But at the same time, I watch 
every week and I get excited, and 
I’ve already talked myself into how 
were going to win on Saturday.” 

That’s the Philly sports fan’s dual 
psyche, Fish said. We are condi- 
tioned to expect the worst, and boo 
the home team out of fear and frus- 

See UNDERDOGS on A8 


É When it comes to our attitude about ourselves, we 
do kind of relish our underdog status. ... Even when 

we’re the favorite, we’re the underdog. 

Playwright Bruce Graham, author of “The Philly Fan” 


CALIFORNIA MUDSLIDES 


Rescue crews search for 
missing; death toll at 17 | 


By Marcio Jose Sanchez ing, 


and Amanda Lee Myers 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


and the more I haven’t 
heard from them — we have to 
find them,” said Kelly Weimer, 
MONTECITO, Calif. — Anx- whose elderly parents’ home was 


ious family members awaited 
word on loved ones Wednesday 
as rescue crews searched for 
more than a dozen people miss- 
ing after mudslides in Southern 
California destroyed an estimat- 
ed 100 houses, swept away cars, 
and left at least 17 victims dead. 

“It’s just waiting and not know- 


wrecked by the torrent of mud, 
trees and boulders that flowed 
down a fire-scarred mountain 
and slammed into this coastal 
town in Santa Barbara County 
early Tuesday. 
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IN SPORTS 
> JOHNSON UNAFRAID: Another 


challenge awaits the Eagles tackle with 
the Falcons’ Vic Beasley. C1 


philly@com 


For complete coverage of the Eagles in 
the playoffs, go to 
www.philly.com/eagles 


The drenching storm that trig- 
gered the disaster had cleared 
See MUDSLIDE on A9 


A rescue worker searches for bodies along Olive Mill 
Road in Montecito, Calif. ALSEIB/ Los Angeles Times 
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| Do you have what it takes to 
: be a ball girl for the Phillies? 


GERRYMANDERING CASE 


Judges 
uphold 


Pa. House 
districts 


Federal case decided, 2-1. State 
case on same issue continues. 


By Michaelle Bond 
STAFF WRITER 

A panel of federal judges Wednesday ef- 
fectively upheld Pennsylvania’s often-criti- 
cized congressional district map, declining 
to take up a novel challenge that sought to 
have it declared unconstitutional as gerry- 
mandered to favor the party in power. 

In a 2-1 decision Wednesday, the judges 
said that specific challenge was not for 
them to decide. 

Plaintiffs in Agre v. Wolf, led by a Demo- 
cratic ward leader from Philadelphia, had 
hoped to use the Elections Clause of the 
U.S. Constitution to argue that any amount 
of partisanship in drawing the state’s con- 
gressional maps was illegal. 

The congressional boundaries in ques- 
tion were drawn by the Republican-con- 
trolled legislature in 2011 after the 2010 
census. 

“Although there may be a case in which a 
political gerrymandering claim may suc- 
cessfully be brought under the Elections 
Clause, this is not such a case,” wrote 
Judge Patty Shwartz of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Third Circuit. 

“The structural change plaintiffs seek 
must come from the political process itself, 
not the courts,” concluded D. Brooks 
Smith, chief judge of the Third Circuit. 

The plaintiffs can appeal the decision to 
the U.S. Supreme Court. It is one of several 
cases nationwide involving redistricting. 

The day before the judges’ ruling in Phila- 
delphia, a panel of federal judges in North 
Carolina ruled that state’s congressional 
map unconstitutional and ordered the legis- 
lature to redraw it this month. The judges 
said Republicans had drawn it to their ad- 
vantage. It was the first time federal judg- 

See DISTRICTS on A7 


THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC 


Wolt pares 
red tape 
on addiction 


Disaster declaration focuses on 
removing barriers to treatment. 


By Alfred Lubrano, 
Mari A. Schaefer, and Liz Navratil 
STAFF WRITERS 

Gov. Wolf on Wednesday set into motion 
a plan that equates the opioid crisis with 
disasters like hurricanes and twisters, and 
that pares away red tape to speed help to 
people suffering from addiction. 

“I don’t take this action lightly. We know 
that this crisis has taken far too many 
lives,” the governor said at an afternoon 
news conference in his reception room in 
the state Capitol. 

He quoted statistics indicating Pennsyl- 
vania has the fourth-highest drug overdose 
death rate in the nation. Preliminary num- 
bers suggest that 5,260 Pennsylvanians 
died of drug overdoses in 2017. 

“Those who we have lost are not just 
numbers,” Wolf said. 

While the disaster declaration includes 
no new dollars to battle addiction, it focus- 
es on streamlining the bureaucracy that’s 
so much a part of drug treatment — accel- 
erating the treatment center admission pro- 
cess, giving nurses and nurse practitioners 
more latitude, and lightening licensing re- 
quirements for some treatment centers. It 
also creates an Operational Command Cen- 

See OPIOIDS on A2 


WEATHER 


High 51, Low 48 


AccuWeather report, C8 
Friday 62/48 Sunday 30|17 
Saturday 52|21 Monday 30/21 
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